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This talk does not consider the big question why gender based violence exists; 
instead it focuses on the question to what extent are we succeeding in limiting 
gender violent behaviour with the policies and mechanisms put in place to deal with 
this violence. Are we confronting the problem in the right way? Will it deter the 
violence we can anticipate to flow from the masculinist euphoria that might erupt 
during the 2010 Soccer World Cup? Thus the talk will explore the policing of gender 
violence and whether the laws and policies developed to deal with what has been 
called a scourge are appropriate. Has the Domestic Violence Act itself made a 
difference to levels of intimate family violence and will it be appropriate for 2010? 
And has the actual policing of the Act been appropriate and effective?
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South Africa’
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